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(University of Antewerp,
Secretary General of the International
Pragmatics Association)

{8 : “The Pragmatics of Meaning
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BEE . The social world, and especially at the
level of the public sphere (the space that is po-
tentially shared by all or most members of a
community), is mostly a world of discourse, a
world shaped by language use. From the point
of view of linguistic pragmatics (defined as the
interdisciplinary, cognitive, social, and cultural
science of language use), language use is fun-
damentally a process of (interactively) generat-
ing meanings. This talk will explore what that
means exactly in relation to the construction of
a public sphere, how publicly accessible dis-
course (like any other form of discourse) carves
out its own lines of vision and thus creates its
own context, and what the consequences of this
process are for a world that is defined and reg-
ularly redefined under the influence of cogni-
tive-cultural and socio-political forces. Illustra-
tions will be primarily taken form international
flows of information, as embodied in interna-
tional news reporting.

HEFE O v 7 o — b Jef Verschueren
(1952) received a Ph.D. in Linguistics from the
University of California at Berkeley. After a
long career as a researcher for the Flemish Fund
for Scientific Research, he is now Professor of
Linguistics at the University of Antwerp, Bel-
gium, where he is currently also Dean of the
Faculty of Arts. He is the founder and Secretary
General of the International Pragmatics Asso-
ciation (IPrA), and he directs the IPrA Research
Center. Main interests are theory formation in
linguistic pragmatics (conceived broadly as a
cognitive, social, and cultural perspective) on
language and language use), intercultural and
international communication, and language and
ideology. In all these areas he has published
extensively. Some recent publications include
the annually updated Handbook of Pragmatics
(Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John  Benjamins;
first published in 1995, now also available on-
line), Debating Diversity: Analysing the Dis-
course of Tolerance (London: Routledge, 1998;
co-authored with Jan Blommaert), Understand-
ing Pragmatics (London: Edward Arnold/New
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ML ENBICRFSELZETY, L
L RIRFIZ BIMIE, £ D 2 &I L 0 Bl 2 )1

ORI 3 VWET, £ 2T TF R

MZBIT 25O E, 713 he 57
KB BV NEE DN T —PIET S
RN, T F X PRIEEPHESNRE L7 F X
r THIG T B HIREFENIT 5] & L&
ELTWET, 5IHHSNESERANLZ
DRELDBNWE S 1L H S 472 il 2 vk
T ENTEDLAN (BIEEHH) 1IX,20
SR U A B, 2 O R ITES Z
LT E F 9, “Tomorrow never dies.” D Ji
1Z,(@)?Gen. Douglas MacArthur?® 1951 4D
# 4 T O P (Speech to Joint Session of
Congress), & 5 WM X, Z OEFIZEIH ST
WAHDLYDEEDNST— R ThHD EBZ2 B
£7,

(@) The world has turned over many
times since | took the oath on the
plain at West Point, and the hopes and
dreams have long since vanished, but |
still remember the refrain of one of the
most popular barracks ballads of that
day which proclaimed most proudly that
old soldiers never die; they just fade
away.

(b) There is an old cookhouse not far
away.
Where we get sweet damn all three
times a day.
Ham and eggs we never see,
damn all sugar in our tea,
As we are gradually fading away.
Old soldiers never die...
They just fade away.
(The Ballad Index Copyright 2007
by Robert B. Waltz and David G. Engle.)
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