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This paper investigates the function of sorya, which is thought to be a contracted form of sorewa
derived from the phonological merging of sore (“that”) and wa (topic marker). It is claimed that
sorya has two kinds of usage, an indicative use and a non-indicative use. Unlike indicative sorya,
which refers to an event in the preceding discourse, non-indicative sorya functions as a discourse
marker that indicates a particular subjective meaning of the speaker. On this latter use, sorya signals
that the utterance following sorya concurs with the assumption in the preceding utterance and further
that it encodes the meaning ‘if P then Q’: it evokes the existence of an antecedent P and suggests that
the utterance following sorya is a consequent Q which naturally follows from the antecedent P.
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