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Previous studies of the dissemination of emergency information, which until now have not been in-
formed by linguistics, are seen as problematic. This paper claims that the notion of ‘meta-message ef-
fects’ in social psychology should be re-examined from the viewpoint of relevance theory, in order to
determine the genuine causes of unsuccessful communication of disaster prevention in Japan. In addi-
tion, this paper also aims to show relevance theory can be applied to disaster prevention communica-
tion studies for the purpose of improving ‘disaster prevention literacy.’
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