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This paper discusses the meaning of the Japanese nominal tautology A mo A da within the framework
of relevance theory. Moriyama (1989) and Okamoto (1993) claim that A mo A da has such negative
meanings as unusual (anomalous) and undesirable. However, a detailed observation proves their
claims to be incorrect. I argue that the meaning is stipulated as follows: A mo A da must be proc-
essed in such a way as to evoke an assumption about the referent of the subject A that provides one of
several explanations for the state of affairs that is under discussion at the utterance point.
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