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This study aims to explore the recent development of shell noun constructions with a focus on the
problem is (that) in the history of American English. The construction has the strong tendency
to appear in front of the speaker’s statement, which facilitates the speaker-hearer interaction in
immediate discourse; the construction anticipates upcoming talk. This discourse-syntactic pattern
has come to show the speaker’s stance towards the statement to follow, as evidenced by the emer-
gence of the first person possessive construction my problem is.

F—7— K HB4E (SN), SNHEC, sttt RaEMGmE. St

1. FUBIC

AT, %3 problem % & 185 HEH the problem is (that) OEERREH E82T 2,
#1 21X, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, fifth ed. (LLF LDOCE) (2012)
WZIEUTOREBE AR EBRE N TS, BHiFEICOWTIINREET S,

(1) a. the (only) problem is (that) ... spoken used before saying what the main dif-
ficulty in a situation is.

b. The problem is, there isn’t enough time. (LDOCE 2012: 1382)

ERBISCH S50 % 2 L X, the problem is \335Z D RR % SHEMOBERICER L, 3%
i EOBEEHE~NO FEEE0) EEWELRTEEL 272 LT, 7. LDOCE
(2012) i the problem is 7555 L Z & 13 (spoken) TOERBRE NI L HIEHLTBED .
T OZEMNE - #EE, S QFM L BT LA TED (B - =K 2011 3 BH),

FAROBEIRL T, 3HOEREBIVRABTREPOEELWERZHEEE L, 22
CHEALZ L BT Ed AR, Eli‘%ﬁﬁ)ﬁ@%ﬂiﬁf%%%ﬁﬁﬁ% (C) THFERICR L EHEEE
BAFEROBABIRIT DWW T, (WFFEAER « SRl LRE ¢ SREFES - 25370569) 12 X 2l % —&%
TTwaZ E2PRLTEL,




BRHERE VT - FEDHROBSHVEH AN S,

(2) a. the problem is (that) ... "REIX ... 72,
b. The problem is that I have no idea where to start.
T E S F22F CL b bhnI &7, (%A 2012: 393)
(3) The problem is, we’re running out of time.
THEIEAA = BICD ) RHA R n) T &7 (F - FREF 2003: 1576)
(4) the (only) problem is (that) ... T (Mi—) FEIZ...72,
‘ GEE - B 2012: 1560)

HFOORDYICHSND (problem % &) ZRBOWMELZHME S TS
(e.g. ‘general nouns’ in Halliday and Hasan 1976; ‘anaphoric nouns’ in Francis 1994;
‘carrier nouns’ in Ivani¢ 1991; ‘shell nouns’ in Schmid 2000; ‘numerative/catch-all
nouns’ in Hinkel 2001; ‘signaling nouns’ in Flowerdew and Forest 2014), =95 L7=%
THgED % ¢ 13 Aktas and Cortes (2008: 4-5) |[CHEWELETCELOLNTEY, #l
213, concept, fact, idea, issue, result, reason, problem EH LB T LB L L THEIF LN
TWh, 72 BALHECHESED SN TIZWAE OO, Ivanic (1991: 109) H3EHH
FTHLIIC. 29 L-FARIZTE (variable) &A% (constant) OEKEFH, £D 7
LAENEREIAVONLIVF 7 A MKEL TV W) LBOREZMA TV b,
(1b) OF%EFWIIZE, problem OAERERIE TRIEL WENEKRE "Ho ek %
W2k, b,

A#5cid. Schmid (2000) 12X o TG &N/ ‘shell nouns” kv HEkZ Hwv, the
problem is (that) WL DFHEMEREZ HHT$ %o Schmid (2000: 4) (2 X+, shell nouns
LIMBRAFTH Y BHELGENAEL DS AEREMIIN LT, BEOEZTHNM
Z:0H e (‘conceptual shells’) & LCTHAMEZD DL EHREN TS, ko (1b) T
= 213, problem B EEONFTH ), THHEBRB 2V Ly PHEOHE (‘shell
content’ in Schmid 2000: 7) (ZH43 2 (55 2.1 Hiz ZH),

FI3E & LC shell nouns % $RH$ 2 HHIE. %47 % 670 b D% % 4047 L 72 Schmid
(2000) ZSIEBICHRRWTH 5 AT A, Schmid (2000) o %7 Y R M2k {445
(4)) OHERELREEIN TS, BHRSHZELZT TR ISHEBRFNOPELHL
BL2ENTEXLNLTHS (e.g. Gray 2010; Lin 2012), DLF. AFi% @ U C shell
nouns % THE&ZF , LRI 245, ‘shell noun constructions” |3ITR & &S 5726012
TSN HESC, EBERLT %o

bk Lz oS g (1) B0 ) bRk & EHEMRT 2 b 012, Aijmer (2007)
I2 X % the fact is that DTFFe (K2 2005 Z8), Imo (2010) X ¥ Giinthner (2011)
2k 2 KA vEOHLE. Keizer (2014) 12k 54 5 ¥ ¥l L Wil O BIFED S %0 S61T



EREDT A1) HFFELIZBT B the problem is (that) DT 3

D% K BHAFEMETH 2 DI LT, BEFMITEIC D ESE 4T M VENZR L
L C Otsuka (2014) 253 v , ¥7ERF42 i Shibasaki (2014a, 2014c) 3 X U8Els (2014b)
B bo FIZHEMEDZE Y Glinthner (2011) Tid. FA viE®D die Sache ist/das Ding
ist (“the thing is”) HX )% ke 2 16 E Tl T2 "H4H4, (‘projector phrase’) & LT
AT EN TV EDOHEDP D L. ZOFRE L THEIOFEIED "BIFS M7, o X1k
ZRIZLTWAEE, + 7 Y FRETOMRTRETH S (Keizer 2014), . HERELF
#ll-§ % #&6E1x Hopper and Thompson (2008) ¢ wh 43230280 & DFEICHT VLT
5 (E3HLELSH),

AROBILTOBEY TH b, HF 28 T3 SNHELOME 2R L. EIZ problem
WIEH S 2B EANREOEREZHAT 5, 4 3 HiTld the problem is (that) ®EEKE
REx 00T Ly % 4 Hi Tl the problem is (that) %S my problem is (that) %o FHikE%
RAELTWSHEEMT 5, BE5EHIIT LD THSH, AR TIE The Corpus of Contem-
porary American English 1990-2012 (PF COCA) B X O The Santa Barbara Corpus
of Spoken American English (LLF SBCSAE) ZHulgIZHV, FI28FE 20 440 03
7 A HFEERIZBIT 5 the problem is (that) %59 T 5o HEIS L THO 2 —3%
RSB 50 TOWMERRL T 2, M. MIBOEMEICL Y. AR TRIYEH LB
(i.e. the problem is (that)) OHFICRET AL 2R LTB L,

2. MADE=R

2.1. SN#EX

Schmid (2000: 22) X H#&A%Z A7z 4 B0 SNEZEZBALTVS (1), #
13, Schmid (2000: 22) % &3k L7 SN#ELD 4 X%, Aktas and Cortes (2008:
5) IZHEDE KA OHLIHEERETH 5% IS (cataphoric) & RijJHEIE (anaphoric)
D2RREBICHE L TINEE L TH 5o

7 RIS RERL B X ORI 5 UG BERERLIC 13 2 TBR 0 SN RS L. Wi cizzhe
N3 BROEIHFAET 52 —F. BB TUEL 2V, EHOBIC TR, KFEHS
PHBAFAZELTBY), TRESIHBREAOBARNANEZRTHDZABRO TS
(shell content) %KL T b, RIdRD & )12, AR TId problem % 15 #% )7 RIS B RE R
? N-be-that XX OBFEIIEH LkEHEREEZ DT %,




4 WA F 165
#*1: SN#EXo 4 (Schmid 2000: 22; Aktas and Cortes 2008: 5)
Function| Pattern Abbreviation | Example
Shell noun (N) +postnominal clause | N+cl Mr. Bush said Iraq’s leaders had
Variants: that-clause, N-that to face the fact that the rest of
o to infinitive-clause, N-to the world was against them.
§ wh-clause N-wh
g Shell NP + be + complementing clause | N-be-cl The advantage is that there is
© Variants: that-clause, N-be-that | a huge audience that can hear
to infinitive-clause, N-be-to | other things you may have to
wh-clause N-be-wh | say.
Referring item+ (premod) +shell | th-N (Mr. Ash was in the clearest
noun possible terms labelling my cli-
ents as anti-semitic.) I hope it
-‘g’ is unnecesssary to say that this
f%_ accusation is also completely
2 unjustified.
Referring item as subject+ be + shell | th-be-N (I won the freshmen’s cross-
noun (phrase) country. — Mm.) That was a
great achievement wasn’t it?

2.2. the problem is (that) MFFEICH T 2EREE &3 F— COCA D&

%213, COCA |28 % the +shell noun+is that (N-be-that) RESCIZHERE 2 Hit%
DS BAEHFENEIC FA 10 ¥4 T2 F L HTWwW5h, Schmid (2000: 59) o7z —
JSA (Bank of English) Tli, problem (2672 #1). thing (1532 %), truth (1235 %)),
fact (1218 B) B X UF trouble (1034 Bl) HSFEBECHIAFCHVEHETERL TWD, —
#+ COCA Z# V72 HE I b ABOBESH 222005 L, 29 L-HERE
W CHERW R ABL LS AL, L Lk v, W, Schmid (2000) Tid, #%ET L4
SCOSHSALEE that 2 0E ) B4 EED R WA R HEICK S LT iv, ARFTIE. 1) M
SCALEER LS H54 (BUT the SN is that) &, 2) #3Ub#r& b wiE (LU the SN is
) \NFE L ETHFBICB I A HHEEZ IR T 5, BERIFHEZRL TV,

F2EFHOPOBEKEVEMERL TV, ¥, 2KOBEEL LS & problem % &
L SNBLARLELMHASNTBYOMARETH2HBEMNTED B D, LAL, the
SN is that Cid& b FABEEIE VS, the SN is @ Tl 3fMICIEF-oTw5, 2% 0,
vz BSAHOEEICE LT, BEOHINAMERELRLL W01 5. H
F 7253461 % question b thing 75 the SN is @ ELTHW SNAEFTH Y. KR question
DA IR S % 3 < BERR AL L T B (%8I 2014b) . — 57, result & difference



BEEDT A HFEFEBIT BT S the problem is (that) D5HT 5
(& the SN is that & L THW SN2 @A,
#£2: COCAIZ BIF % the+shell noun+is that/G O H HE (B 7 7 & 2 ¢
2014/03/04)
Ranking Shell noun (SN) The SN is that The SN is @ Total
1 problem 1115 581 1696
2 fact 909 762 1671
3 question 12 1029 1041
4 truth 455 508 963
5 point 408 331 739
6 reality 407 133 540
7 thing 74 386 460
8 result 362 12 374
9 difference 247 64 311
10 trouble 115 185 300
#3: COCA 2B} % the problem is that/® ® ¥ x v V54 (&7 7 & X :
2014/03/04)
Spoken Fiction | Magazine | Newspaper | Academic | Total
The problem is that 439 53 291 140 192 1115
(39.4%) | (4.6%) | (26.1%) | (12.6%) | (17.2%) |(= 99.9%)
The problem is @ 358 38 112 56 17 581
(61.6%) | (6.5%) | (19.3%) (9.6%) (2.9%) |(= 99.9%)
Total 797 91 403 196 209 1696
(46.9%) | (5.4%) | (23.8%) | (11.6%) | (12.3%) |(= 100%)

B2, COCATHHURRE Y ¥ Y VEBOSHIIRIOEY TH 5. HEMND/S—& ~
TV VY Y VEOHMBEEEZERL TS, £ THEKD spoken ¥ v o L G X
., K2 the SN is @ CORMPBHEDLE\ Ve =9 LI-HEIL, the problem is HSIEET &
CHWHENRTWS & w9 LDOCE (2012) O3 % EMIT w5,
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2.3. The problem is (that) ORFEHIIREV— SBCSAE Dig&

LDOCE (2012) ®#MCH 5 X 512, the problem is % s UM IFE TS M
HCTX D EDFMA DL, Biber at al. (1999: 448) (X the thing & be BhF DORMAHHLE
TOMAEELZBRMN L. KFEY Y Y VO%EA, 100 77354720 20 B 2L EOSEE THERET
X2 LHELTWS, BIZ, but the thing is, the only thing is D X 5 % FH % TFEREN
B/ 3, (‘lexical bundles’ M) LY, Fh b % THiOW .y (‘clause fragments’ &
HR) LARLTWA (ibid: 1005), &9 L-—EOPER RO, the thing is &M
L7 EBA 82T 6. &Y Y YVTORBW OGNS BLETH 5 LT Tw
5o

AHTIET AV HFEFEIZBT 5 the problem is DEALE EHT %720, SBCSAE %
FTLTHhDLEUTORBEL 2572, (the) thing is (that) %324 B, (the) point is (that)
A3 4 Bl, (the) problem/fact/question is (that) 3% ZN2 B, (the) reality/matter/rea-
son is (that) 232N 1 PIFERRC & 720 i, FEIBF the DAL OBHERAHER S
No¥4 (ie., the whole point is, my point is, thing is) & TH %,

Schmid (1999: 129) x. B#4&E450 L BEOWNEERS (shell content) FHIDA >~
F3—3 3> 2=y} (Intonation Unit, B\ F IU) & LTHRAZDTIE VWL FPHEL
TIEWD L DDSHIZL Tz, SBCSAE Tl the problem is DAEFRBRFIHRL THEL
s, WISV TEBROAFIESRIENTWE D, F—N=F v TRR-X
& WREICHES % b R WRREEIC L E 2 D E ST b, Chafe (1987: 22) i1 MU
Lk, BEBoORR—EBELAETHIERO TICERT2ME ) 2o —EOBEKTH Y., 1K
235473 2 DASEE TH 5 (“An intonation unit is a sequence of words combined
under a single, coherent intonation contour, usually preceded by a pause”) &EFL T
Wb

LIFZ. (the) problem is (that) ®#l% SBCSAE 55 L, IUICED L KFHEOEFE
R LOEBRAEZIRRT 5o ZUBEANIIITMAEL TH Y AREMAOBFIE SBC-
SAE D7 7 A VERERL TV S,

(5) ALAN: The problem is,
... % = with me,

... hot Eh;at it comes up too much, (SBCSAE 060)

' SBCSAE o BISCIC IV 5TV B35 IE LT OIS T %, ... =medium pause (be-
tween 0.3 and 0.6 seconds); ‘..” =short pause (about 0.2 seconds or less) ; ‘-’ =truncated word;
(H) =inhalation; % = glottal stop; ‘=" means lengthening. ¥ 7% % ###lliZ Du Bois et al. (1993)
EBROZ L,



BEEDT X HHFEBIZBT 5 the problem is (that) DHHT 7

(6) ALAN: (H) my problem is,
... and it’s a lot easier to do it that way, (SBCSAE 060)

HOBEA 2000 2612 121U & TR LT 2 AUIEH ICET 5.° 2% 9, (5)
D L) ICBREICHSLE that 35 354128, WUDO LY 2 )V TEET B L HEN LT
BEAHERS S 4, Biber et al. (1999) oW 2% THioW ), (‘clausal fragments’) & 454
T,

3. The problem is (that) (DEXEEHEEE

3.1. EEEEAMEE

B RISHERE 209 the problem is (that) 121, (7) OFICH 2 EH 1 (BEE LT
D) FHORBERRT 2H05H %0 T, COCA DBILADFAET 7 & A% 2014 4F
11 H24 HTH 5,

(7) LIMBAUGH: Oh, man, too much com — don’t find jobs. I’'m going to — I —1
hope this doesn’t hurt your feelings. I've — it probably will. T’ll bet the pr

— the problem here is not that you can’t find a job. The problem is there are

jobs you won’t take. That’s the problem.
(1995 COCA: SPOK, Ind Limbaugh)

(7) TiZ. BEFITHT BEED S I hope this doesn’t hurt your feelings % Fifg & L.
B A this OB T RIGEEZEN L. BRIIERESNIEZEDORMBOGLE L
TWwhb, LA L. 220HDTHESDERICH 5 there are jobs you won’t take HSE1EHR
ELTHREN, MENS % RS 5 that's the problem % 3 - TYFKEICX Y Y A%
DNTWb, BET S L, UFEKHKFNEORRIC, EEEARREEZ B/27 the problem is
(that) k ZEFELEKIKERE % 52727 that’s the problem H3Z 2 i} X 1. shell content (=
U CHIB MR TEL T IR b, 8) ICRIRT 5,

(8) [ the SN;is (that) shell content  that’s the SN; ] discourse

> 3% o, SBCSAE 23513 % the point is (that) V& 4 B 3 BIAsEass & Mo TU 124 LT
Y. the thing is (that) . 24 BIrh 21 BIA5 the thing is that OF x > 7 & LT L7 TU 1245k
LTws (418 bBI). 2% Y. shell content dERS & i) 1 B X i 733k HUHREE BIEH 1
B E LD o

* 5*— 5 Oz the problem is, that ... bFEETHETH S, LL, %L LT COCA T 25
%1 (0.05 per mil.), COHA T 1999 4E{Z 1 %) (0.04 per mil.) D& & D7\ 7=OARFETIXE Y LTk
W (FE1220134E 11 A 29 HIZT 72 A ),




BME O LS MAELT LS BRAFADERICLIALDTIIE VY, 2D, HET
RSN HRZFAVPERLGEDWETH 5. BIZIZUTOBIDH %,

(9) ROBERTS: ... if Newt Gingrich were to not be a factor he would get the ma-
jority of Newt Gingrich’s supporters and be able to roll all over Mitt Romney
in a lot of these contests that are remaining. The problem is, can he get to
1144 delegates? That’s the open question, Bret.

(2012 COCA: SPOK, Fox Baier)
(10) Velez-MITCHELL: You know, the thing is, nobody’s ever going to feel sorry

for Jennifer Aniston. That’s the problem with the whole premise.
(2009 COCA: SPOK, CNN Showbiz)

9) Tid. ENBTOTFEZBLILNFTELIPVHELE B o T05b, HEMMEET
% NZAS the problem is D2 can he get to 1144 delegates? & L THR/RENT W5
A ORI (GEHE) % that’s the open question LAZE LT L O TW5B, 2%V, FHE
BARICIZ. BEEONA (shell content) % TR, (problem) & L CTHEEHIZHMHL T
HLWE W) BT, HEE TRIE, (problem) L\ 5L (‘label’ in Francis 1994)
ZHHLTWS, L L. Wil e oMEMERERT (2L TRLSHKFEERORNEE
RICAN) TRy /REEE, (open question) ¥ TRV ERDTWSE, TITEH TN
Vo Eid. BET B EES R BN TS (‘encapsulate’) BEgEE ) L) BRTH S
(Francis 1994: 85), (10) <Tix. "%id, MEIZ, (the thing is) & I XVHTFEINzdD
#S that’s the problem TF L OBEENTWb, XOTHRRTBEEUTDOL I IT%R 5,

(11) [ the SN;is (that) shell content that’s the SNij ] discourse

Ivani¢ (1991) OFHLOEBEIZH H B LI IC. RHIFEHICREL Bbh s Hltgid, &
B TaryF s A MEHRLKD T, (in search of a context) EARMICESD DTH b,
Schmid (2000) Ti%. problem, thing, question \ZHIH < BB &R 55H ko> TW»
Bo LA L. YHFHONBICAAT S the SN is (that) 3 & that’s the SN Lo
2y SEFOEMRMEICH - CHBAMIE (L) ERMCEAShTBEY, EICHKEEE
ROWLLEFZ 5.

3.2. FERERERRAE
—J. (11) TERLZ LIS, BFHEFOCROKFIEAT LB ELH 2. HIZIE
(12) Z20—BTh %,

(12) CROWLEY: But you said there wasn’t a terror threat, right?
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KERRY: Oh, there is now. That’s the problem. The problem is that where
there wasn’t a connection to al Qaeda, ... (2004 COCA: SPOK, CNN Zahn)

A7 TAVAELFRIESE 2 L1200, Crowley KiZF 0 OF AN & OB
f#72 0720 T Kerry EEEEEBICHBAZ RO TS, LAL, TOL V¥ Yo —RICET
UDEBRYEH B L INTWIz7z0, 7)) — kB "% 2872, (that's the prob-
lem) LBELTWD, €L T, ZOEE% B &% 5L the problem is that % i\,
TV A=A T EDREPY) PRI VESEZEMEZ TS, E3.1HoBITE Bib
5%, (12) o the problem is that 5% J7 WIS HERE % 7= L C where there wasn’t a
connection to al Qaeda %3 1L T\ 57313 Tld L. that’s the problem THEH I N7
B bHTRISHICEHSICEL TV HTH 5,

—F . YBEGkEE % that's not the problem T—EF LW, FOBERBZICEDOME S % the
problem is (that) \2& > TRRT2FEH DD S, (13) BEO—FITH %,

(13) “Our guys wear Nike and Pony shoes and Air-Max helmets, just like Notre
Dame or Michigan. That’s not the problem. The problem is, we don’t have
any Tyrone Wheatleys.” (1994 COCA: NEWS, New York Times)

wi# (Douglas Fowlkes 2 —F) 12X, HOT7 AV S Y - 7y bFR—I - F—241Z
= INWEFLRIVT Y DF—LDORBREI L LELTWAY, ZDZ L HEIHETIX
%<\ HOREZ Tyrone Wheatley O X 9 RBENT=5 2 =V Ny 250G WETH 5,
EVI)BKFTEORNTH B, (12) AR, 3270 - LY VCRELZEECHLA, <2
T LY VTIEBEET S ZODFHFEIESE L TB Y. the problem is \ZHi)5 - #7)5 RIG
DZODKREER -S> T 5,

COOHEE B CHSGESOYEIC L MR TR 2 ARG 2R 2 F6IA R T
&5, (14) 12HIRT 5,

(14) BUCHANAN: You're talking about a cadre of trained scientists, basically ...
(—#k4ms) ... They can’t really meet in the Middle East, not easily, anyway,
so they’re often — their meetings are often outside, sometimes in Turkey or
in the United States. That, you know, in terms of their own relations, %

not a problem. The question is, how do you convey this message of, you

know, the importance — and it is a regional question ...
(2003 COCA: SPOK, CNN Insight)

7 A D EOBEFAHEAELT, PV IRARENICIEE > TRHIS L 5 HASEEE
%o Twb, BEHORHREE LEDZ L BRIEIMETIZR v (that’s not a problem)
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BS, FOEICHET A ME - 568 (question) 13, BERA v —V R EIBEZDLDONEN
52 &T, HWIZ, —#owra - LYo VoG it is a regional question TE 0T
Voo BEOMAEERT 2L (15) 1255,

(15) [ cee shell content that’s (not) the SN; ] micro-discourse 1 } macro-
[ the SNijis (that) ... shell content that’s the SNi; ] micro-discourse 2

discourse

R %2 HETC, that’s (not) the problem & the problem is (that) OGO EEM:
ZRIOMENDEZ THRL, —BlE (16) ITRT,

(16) MARK-COOPER-1CONS#: Well, but - of course that’s the problem is that
they’ve underinvested in capacity. (2009 COCA: SPOK, ABC 20/20)

— R LTH 25D, the problem %@ & L C that’s the problem & the problem is that
BHELTVEETHE, TOLHIC, HIiEDLZVFTNEIE L2 O0HID LK AHE
S0 TS, (‘apo koinou’) (OED, s.v. apo koinou) EIWFENAIZED A TS (e.g.
Lambrecht 1988; Hopper 2007), #:H L7203, RIS D that’s the problem &
B ITRISH D the problem is that HSFEHEFII - 72 CTRIE L TB D SO IIFE
ATERVWETH D, B, T—NATHRTEZLULIC (12) @ X9 REGEHHNE
20, (16) ® XD AW LPRIRENZOTRRVHLHETE S, FL I35 (I
fila) 2RI NI,

3.3. HEERRAE L BICEH

Giinthner (2011: 18-19) X, A YV EE® die Sache ist/das Ding ist (“the thing is”)
WESCS THeg4U L (‘projector phrase’) BEREE 7z L CHAEY 1WA P L K, EEF
HEMOhOBETRELELEAEEZR/HBL TS, (17) ZZ20—BITH %, M. &
T, Giinthner (2011) TfEH ST 585 EEE 54T LB M FPHTHEL L C
H5, FIERY Giinthner (2011) 125 - T b, [ 1=overlap; -: level picth,

(17) Elke: und dann auch vie- vielleicht,
lieber das Thema.

Birte: Das Ding ist aber auch-

* Schmid (2000: 193) ¢ that’s a(n)/the SN OEFIDHEA- S T > 5 7S problem DFfFIL2E

FohTWwiv, . KA VETY das ist das Problem ‘that is the problem’ & das ist ein Prob-
lem ‘that is a problem’ X WIH ML LDOT 7 )T —3 3 VAR TE B HEMHELLTHEL (Otsuka
2014 #&H]).



EEDT XY HPEFERIZBIT B the problem is (that) D45 11

dass Ich in der Germanistik promovieren will.
Elke: [mhm]
Birte: [und] deshalb ein Germanistisches Thema brauch.
(Elke: and then also per- perhaps, this topic would be better. Birte: but the
thing is also- that I want to get my Ph.D. in German. Elke: [mhm] Birte: [and]
that’s why I need a topic within Germanistics.) (Giinthner 2011: 15)

(17) 3 KRF#M O Elke & Kbtk Birte & O&FHED S DK TH 5. LT 0 HES
%9 % Birte |28 L C, Elke 3B MOFEFEHFTHBLRLERMET —< 2O FTIF 50N
BWERERLTWA, FNIZH LT Birte 1% das Ding ist aber auch (“but the thng is
also-”) ZHWw., BLEHmXDT - ThHho/z—REEF TR, FAVEF (v
Fu=rE) THLESZRALZWEDERFZITEHITTn S, HEHE TH 5 Elke 12
3 5 BEEE AT AR S 7251 Tld 7 . aber auch (“but also™) oILEIZL Y, B
RIENRREIND LOTHLTRETH S (B 1 HEZHR),

ZZTHEHLZWwWDIE, das Ding ist (dass) H#hfOER %2 P 5882500 Cld%
{y BEEORBH S THWONTWA I TH S, Giinthner (2011) TRAMSNTWVWEE
CTOBILT das Ding ist (dass) PSFFEFRIBMEICER L TWSE Z 95, das Ding ist
(dass) ZHEFBDOEHIRR7ZT T34, MR OFRII T 25 KD RZZLTWE0
TRV LHENTE 2, (5) O the problem is % (10) @ the thing is b R EO¥ERE%
Bi-LTwastEbins,

—J7 T, H32HiTlZ, that’s (not) the problem & the problem is (that) 7SH$ET 5
FHIHELE L, Tl RO GESHIIFEFRBME,. 2% ) NEEZONEEFRE (turn-
taking) DOALE CTHETE 57259 2 (18) 1 (12) OBRRTH %,

(18) CROWLEY: But you said there wasn’t a terror threat, right?
KERRY: Oh, there is now. That’s the problem. The problem is that where
there wasn’t a connection to al Qaeda, ... (2004 COCA: SPOK, CNN Zahn)
(19) KROFT: (Voiceover) How long can the new government afford to pay millions

of disgruntled defense workers to do nothing? Shlykov thinks maybe a year,
but that’s not the problem.

Mr-SHLYKOV: The problem is that the people won’t be staying idle for a
whole year. (1992 COCA: SPOK, CBS Sixty)

HeplE LT (18) 233 5N FEFER LT — & PSR AL E T O SCE
IR TEX e olze —H. B D that’s not the problem THREZ 2. WNEEHEH
the problem is that THE5% BIG S A HHIE (19) THEETE %,
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EZAH FA YRR TIIFEREFIIGAE TOMIGEH DR TE %,

(20) Reich-Ranicki, M.: Das ist doch nicht das Problem. Das Problem ist, die jun-

gen Autoren debiitieren mit einem guten Buch, und nach dem ersten Buch
kommt nur noch Mist. (1989 DWDS, Das Literarische Quartett; Otsuka 2014)
(Reich-Ranick, M.: That is not the problem. The problem is, the young au-

thors debut with a good book, and/but after the first book comes only rub-
bish.)

IBHIRR D720 TN E ORI % 7R T & 2\vs, Glinthner (2011) OfRHO®ED |
MiEEBLCESHEIEML T Z LIEMENRWwWEBbNR S, /2. Schmid (2000)
SN L2 i A BRI & B ROBRNC A Lz (1) b, 3.1 8THN LS
PORBINH D LW TE S, —H T, FI2EHTHEE LEGEH., HXomEe, £
LT, B4 B GESOAEY F2 WL TA2RFERIBMEISIEE T4 & Bk 5k
DHERTEZMERD B ETE RV, HRAADNE %L KT shell content (34552 DR
RWETICEES 2~ % b D TH A (Schmid 1999: 113), ZOFEK T, #EH 1S the SN
is (that) & that’s the SN &\ ) FEEORIZICHEE L CRESNAMBLEMHAL., Hr L
ZALS B EEICIS Ul 2 AR5 2R 0, REomh e EHRMISEY BT Twb, #
BEICHER SR 5 (15) B (11) O X)) &R, EICHECORGEEBRYEZ 2640
TWwh,

4. EXEEWEBEICHE S UAME

AIET E T, SNRESCARAER BRI CH 1) . MNEEH & OMEMEH B X 0T FIAA B 2
BEREELRIZLTCwL I L 2R L. —hH. HREAFAOLED IRV ERATH 20
PRFZETHY ., BEC Lo TEFEZEORY Y ARHBLFD T NUAFIF IS v b0
BELEZEZONL, £ T, problem DERIIZH VLML BHiFEEZEK AT LD, the
problem is that \Z B4R 5 SCEALOFF 2 ZET 5, W, BIEEIFEHELZEL TS,
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F4: COCAIZBT Bproblem DEB OBHELNVI2Y A T (BET 7 €2
2014/03/12)

Ranking Pre-modifier ___problemis that | problem is @ Total
1 the 1115 581 1696
2 4] 0 55 55
3 another 47 0 47
4 one 44 2 46
5 my 18 13 31
6 our 11 4 15
7 his 10 1 11

8 your 8 2 10
8 only 3 7 10
10 their 4 1 5
11 her 3 1 4
12 whole 3 0 3

4.1. TEEHEERRHY— O problem is O

RAGERFOSIRER R L T b Hl2IE BiFEZ bR\ @ problem is %
BAE2MOMEZR L, Ho, Mtz tEb R IEHBRM 2 HEICRE#HEH S h T
Woho MERHIHIFI AN AR C OHEOWE, BYBLMEHINS 2 L2 L) KR
BRI OEEVITEIT LR T RY), —2DF ¥ 7 E LCEELLIN TV & b
M T& %, Bybee (2010: 7, 34) 12k hid, F+ > 24k (‘chunking’) ¥ iF#iZHwSR
5 —HOMBKEA AL ) EHE LR EMEZEY T 7o 2 TH Y, #3 (‘construc-
tions’) REHIFH (‘formulaic expressions’) DBRICAT K TH 5 &P I TW5B,
UTIZ—#l%ERT,

(21) AVUTO, HOST: Well, the president is getting restless. He wants a stimulus
package now. Problem is, the one in the Senate isn’t the one he wants.

(2001 COCA: SPOK, Fox Cavuto)

(21) cikEER &M bREDEM S @ problem is @ pSHEFRTE, ko Bybee
(2010) ofRfEEY BRERFAL SN -FR L RE 5, 295 L-RERENHELYOHF
X, @ point is @ (Shibasaki 2014a), @ thing is ¢ (Shibasaki 2014c). @ fact is @ (%
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B
E:l

I R b) ICHRERRTTE RAEMANIAE S SCBAL OB LT T & b,

42. EFEDRXZ > R ETHRENXDRE—my problem is (that)

F4123. ABRBGFAOIMAEKRELIETHRTE, FTH— AFRHEIE my OERAHE
DEV. DD, T % shell content SSFHFDRLMETH 272 T3, FHEHHI
Lo TOMBETH LI Lk, my 347§ 5 Hdtka & L dICHRL T2 (Chafe 1994
21 yBW), FBLZKEmD S EMNTL2EFHEIEED w28 (cf. Company
2006). the problem is (that) WSLDOBAIIE, #Eio shell content (2343 % 55H D R ¥
¥ ADKREERICHEAIL L. BICRMho ABEEZ DIRESE TS (R5%22H), COHA
=The Corpus of Historical American English 1810-2009,

#5: COHAZ B 5 T A\ # 4t 4 & +problem is (that), B (& #& 7 7 & % :
2014/11/21)°

S8 138|818 8 18|18 &8 |18 1& S8 | =
E | @ | & || =& |F B |% ||| |2|8
|22 22|22 |2 |12|2|2|2|2|&|&
my prob- (1) 1 2 4|2 | 414
lem is
(that)
our (1) 4 1212312
problem
is (that)
your (D) 3 1 5 3 113
problem
is (that)
his 1 11312 |1]8
problem
is (that)
her 0
problem
is (that)
their 1 1
problem
is (that)

* % 51CHR L7z TABME4E + problem s (that), X TOBITH ). HAMWIHE L bOT
X7\ . CLMETEV, OED 3 % Uf The Helsinki Corpus of English Texts (Early Modern Eng-
lish part 1500-1710) #7225 L D EHVWEFA LR TE hozmZMARLTH
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#51& "TARMAE +problem is (that) ; WORMFEEL T LD DTH D, HllX
FHELZRL, FHFTRO b DX, BB O (ie. shell content) FRGAEHH T
E% TORERADOBHEERL T WS, REROPLNERNRTH 5 the problem is
(that) XL L3RR 505, AHTRHBLALBHT 2 ABREBFICELEZBEL 20ES
&, H. £ 1 OS5 TIX, N-be-that & N-be-to D)5 7% N-be-cl O FATHES & &
HE3NTWDHEDMERI NI,

S5 THEELZ2VDIZ, AMRATFEIC L2 HRAFAOBEMN 1 ABEICHET . 2 A
HOREZFETI AMEANEIERLTBY, EICABERICES £ 9 ICABREFAOE
fHEDRE L TWA ETH A (Shibasaki 2014a: 104-105 HBER), EEL-VOIL,
2 -3 NBOBHIFESER S NAHETH 5. LWTIHIRT 5,

(22) BARONE: Yeah. His problem is that, really, he — I think it’s literally impossi-

ble for him to reconcile these statement that he made under oath in the Janu-

ary 17th deposition in the Paula Jones case, ...
(1998 COCA: SPOK, Fox Hume)
(23) “His problem is that if I say,” Bradley, put your shoes in the closet and then go
brush your teeth, ... (1999 COCA: MAG, Todays Parent)

(22) Tl his problem L FFEINTWAHDS, BEHED I think (TR END L )2 TEHED
EZHDWEOME, EVIFEERFORAY VAR TENS, 23) LAMET, "TE50b 7%
AT ES (fIsay) EWIRBITREND LI, TREEVELZ BEOME, THbHI L
Wb, UTOERHEZ THh%L,

(24) Mr-MULLENIX: Right there. Green sweater with this purse. The problem is,
is that, you know, you’re only in two or three frames usually.
(2009 COCA: SPOK, CBS 48 hours)

(24) TiX. the problem is, is, that 73\ 5T 535, shell content 2 327R4 5 Filc
you know % F\WC, FEEHF O RMBENFEZNBEL T b, BR Eix my problem is
TEAWA, HABREEE BT 5 you know 2 IV EED A ¥ v 2 TH 5,

SCEALIFZETId, Te4 ORBIA (B 2 T RBMENI) M/hT 5 —F T, fEREA IR
THEDEREINTWS (e.g Traugott and Trousdale 2014: 96-112; /NEp<: 2014), %
HEOWE. FBULD 5 VIEFEEDR Y ¥ AR FEFEREOHM (VNEF<F 2014: 14) 7 256

C M. 24) IKRBNZ IV 25O BT 2 AT LT GETI D) 250, Bi%o
BB R EEL A STV S,
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BLTWa LB bNDA, my problem is (that) ® X 5 \ZSCEMICHERTRELETHED

A% Y ANAIFET HEFNIMY LT THRE SN T HEWEH) TH S (72721 Imo 2010 &

BBEINT\W), FOEMRT, the problem is (that) % &t SNHLIZH 2 5 EEICET
SR LM TE %,

5. #etE

SN HE SIS Ak EHE 5 ICTEAS L7 Th B0 SNHESLE LT the problem is (that) @
Bt HRAT T ANAH (shell content) X DfEIX FAERLAMRY TIX) BEELTW5,
I, WAL D DHRICSNBXZHHT 25510 BiFRICEIEL A S 5 that's the
problem % Fiv:5 2 L1275, 2%, the SN is that/@ #3rid. #kaftkaE L TREEE A
WML L7 cdH b, —J5. that's the SN0 TREEER ) [REL. 2 thdul
& BRI ORI BRI ARE LTS (58 3.14). —JF. that’s the problem &
the problem is (that) 758#E L CHHE SN HFOELEL, WMELOHEED D that’s the
problem is (that) ... L\ AL (apo koinou) D¥AIFEL T A rIbHERR LA (5 3.2
Bi)o T AFEOMBOHMXMHAELET S L., BBV ENEE 2 XEHLH- T
WAHZEBIRLE B33, TOFEEIF, BHII—o20FE (HbHidaE) ORI
DI BN ERT L2 CREEFEINE LTATHTH S L), i FHE Lok
BERRLTWb,

LHEALDEB D EE L 7z. — D IHERENMEOFB (D problem is @) THYH. b
) —DFFHEDA Y v ADHAENISATEAL S 2 HB] (my problem is (that)) TH2. #
Fix, AL T ARBSH L WERZBE S L LFAEI, FFEORA Y ¥ AR IC K
WMINLHHFTH 5,

BEEDT A HHFERIZBUT S the problem is (that) OHI LY, I L KT E
DEBELRREIRRT S LDV TE ), SHROBEE LTI, ML SREHEEOM LR
ZEIHGEES 5 720 O@BIFFRAELFT 5N 5, HCEARORGEEBEESRH L & DI
FEEBMLTWAPEPDEEL T — T LARELNLTHI, MErBDTim Lz,

SRS

Aijmer, K. 2007. “The Interface between Discourse and Grammar.” In C. Celle and R. Huart
(eds.) , Connectives as Landmarks, 31-46. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Aktas, R. N. and V. Cortes. 2008. “Shell Nouns as Cohesive Devices in Published and ESL
Student Writing.” Journal of English for Academic Purposes 7, 3-14.

Biber, D., S. Johansson, G. Leech, S. Conrad and E. Finegan, (eds.) 1999. Longman Gram-
mar of Spoken and Written English. London: Longman.



BEEDT A1) HFEFERIZ BT 5 the problem is (that) D5HF 17

Bybee, J. L. 2010. Language, Usage and Cognition. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Chafe, W. L. 1987. “Cognitive Constraints on Information Flow.” In R. Tomlin (ed.), Coher-
ence and Grounding in Discourse, 21-51. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Chafe, W. L. 1994. Discourse, Consciousness, and Time: The Flow and Displacement of
Conscious Experience in Speaking and Writing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Company, C. C. 2006. “Zero in Syntax, Ten in Pragmatics.” In A. Athanasiadou, C. Canakis
and B.Cornille (eds.), Subjectification, 375-397. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Du Bois, J. W., Schuetze-Coburn, S., Cumming, S. and D. Paolino. 1993. “Outline of Dis-
course Transcription.” In J. A. Edwards and M. D. Lampert (eds.), Talking Data, 45-
89. New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Flowerdew, J. and R. W. Forest. 2014. Signalling Nouns in Academic English: A Corpus-
Based Discourse Approach. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Francis, G. 1994. “Labelling Discourse: An Aspect of Nominal-Group Lexical Cohesion.” Tn
M. Coulthard (ed.), Advances in Writing Text Analysis, 83-101. London: Routledge.
Gray, B. 2010. “On the Use of Demonstrative Pronouns and Determiners as Cohesive De-

vices.” Journal of English for Academic Purposes 9, 167-183.

Giinthner, S. 2011. “N be that-Constructions in Everyday German Conversation.” In R.
Laury and R. Suzuki (eds.), Subordination in Conversation: A Cross-Linguistic Per-
spective, 11-36. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Halliday, M. A. K. and R. Hasan. 1976. Cohesion in English. London: Longman.

Hinkel, E. 2001. “Matters of Cohesion in L2 Academic Texts.” Applied Language Learning
12:2, 111-132.

Hopper, P. J. 2007. “Linguistics and Micro-Rhetoric: A Twenty-First Century Encounter.”
Journal of English Linguistics 35, 236-252.

Hopper, P. J. and S. A. Thompson. 2008. “Projectability and Clause Combining in Interac-
tion” In Ritva Laury (ed.), Cross-Linguistic Studies of Clause Combining: The Multi-
Junctionality of Conjunctions, 99-123. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Imo, W. 2010. “Mein Problem ist/Mein Thema ist (‘My Problem is/My Topic is’): How
Syntactic Patterns and Genres Interact. In H. Dorgeloh and A. Wanner (eds.), Syntactic
Variation and Genre, 141-166. Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton.

I k=g - REF—RR. (§8) 2003. Iy 1 X5 A HMIFE My, 455 B, B8 0 =44,

Ivani¢, R. 1991. “Nouns in Search of a Context.” International Review of Applied Linguis-
tics 29:2, 93-114.

Keizer, E. 2014. “The “(DET) Fact is (that)” Construction in English and Dutch.” Paper
given at the 3rd Conference of the International Society for the Linguistics of English
(ISLE-3), Zurich, Switzerland, Aug. 24-27, 2014.

Lambrecht, K. 1988. “There was a Farmer Had a Dog.” Proceedings of the Fourteenth An-
nual Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society, 319-339.

Lin, M.-C. 2012. “Shell Nouns on the Move: Expert and L2 Abstracts in Applied Linguis-




2

18

2

Hmge 5% 16 %

tics.” Arab World English Journal 3:3, 223-245.

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English. 2012. fifth ed. London: Longman.

KR RIFE. 2005, (¥R L EELH ORI 5 —0 O, "HEEFF,, 151:3 (6 /
). 4-6.

JNEFE LT, 2014, TEREERE RO OB (LR O Ch M e TRBEL v E 2T SKEC- wH
W2 - HAES R TESREAROMR,, 3-27. 55 00 L.

Otsuka, H. 2014. “Discourse Functions of Shell Noun Constructions in German.” Paper giv-
en at the 32nd Conference of the English Linguistic Society of Japan, Gakushuin Uni-
versity, Tokyo, Nov. 8-9, 2014.

Schmid, H.-J. 1999. “Cognitive Effects of Shell Nouns.” In K. van Hoek, A. Kibrik and L.
Noordman (eds.) Discourse Studies in Cognitive Linguistics, 111-132. Amsterdam:
John Benjamins.

Schmid, H.-J. 2000. English Abstract Nouns as Conceptual Shells: From Corpus to Cogni-
tion. Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter.

WE B — - ISR, () 2012. T7a 7 Ly ¥ 7HAA R, 455 B R N

Shibasaki, R. 2014a. “On the Development of the Point is and Related Issues in the History
of American English.” English Linguistics 31:1, 79-113.

BulAL - HR. 2014b. T AR O A S R % a5 O FELL & REHESI D\ C—the question is
(that) Y that’s the question % BRlX LT—, HABMEEFEE 15 HEERs (BE
FAKFEAFF ¥ V%R, 20144E 9 [ 21-22 H) TOOEFRER.

Shibasaki, R. 2014c. “On the Grammaticalization of the Thing is and Related Issues in the
History of American English.” In M. Adams, R. D. Fulk and L. J. Brinton (eds.), Stud-
ies in the History of the English Language, 99-121. Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton.

SR ER. T T Gro xowod) DRI L HFERHE—IURT A U A BFEE FLIC
— T X e ARy 8105, 17-37. "5k &AM AFER.

BElE AL ER. ETIb. TBUCT A Y A RFEOZE I Y 2 S BOTER - FAREL - A
() THIEFHEOPAL L ML HOR - 00 UER.

BARTER - AT 2011 PRI R I I £ By HUL - KEEEEE.

Traugott, E. C. and G. Trousdale. 2014. Constructionalization and Constructional Change.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

BAMGA. 2012. T7a 7Ly Y 7¥Eanr — ¥ g Yy BO8 0 N

=R AW 4

A Corpus of Late Modern English Texts (Extended Version) 1710-1920 (CLMETEYV), Uni-
versity of Leuven, Belgium (Hendrik De Smet).

The Corpus of Contemporary American English 1990-2012 (COCA), Brigham Young Uni-
versity, U.S.A. (Mark Davies).

The Corpus of Historical American English 1810-2009 (COHA), Brigham Young Universi-
ty, U.S.A. (Mark Davies).

The Helsinki Corpus of English Texts (HC), Early Modern English part 1500-1710, ICAME



BEEDT A A HEFERIZBT B the problem is (that) DHHF 19

Collection of English Language Corpora, University of Bergen, Norway.

The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) 2009. 2nd ed. on CD-ROM Version 4.0, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, Oxford.

The Santa Barbara Corpus of Spoken American English (SBCSAE), Department of Linguis-
tics, University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB).




