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This paper describes the language management of Japanese native speakers as linguistic hosts in
task-oriented triad conversations. The author analyzed the data focusing on the location, the
structure, and the function of co-constructed utterances in the discourse. The study’s results
showed that native speakers used utterance co-construction to establish cooperative relations and
express empathy with each other. On the other hand, as linguistic hosts, they managed the con-
versation flow and supported non-native speakers in utterance production to complete mutual
tasks.
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