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In what follows, I will base my observations on
police-witness interviews in England but I will make
reference to practices in other countries as well.
The main purpose of police-witness and
police-suspect interviews is the collection of
evidence verbally. What is of interest to linguists is
how that evidence collected, how its collection,
storage and re-presentation is affected by needs and
constraints outside the immediate interactive
situation and finally in what ways the evidence of the
witness and suspect can be prejudiced or even
mis-represented.

I will start examining extracts from interviews
from the 1950°s to the 1980’s in England, a time
when interviews were recorded in long-hand and
typed up later to show the kinds of problems such a
recording system can create, particularly as it is open
to partial or total the fabrication of records. I will
demonstrate these disadvantages and dangers with
real examples — the biggest being that there is no
independent record of what was said if there is later
dispute over what was actually said. I will discuss
the arguments made and the reasons given when this
system was replaced with a new one introduced by
the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) in
1984. However, many many jurisdictions world-wide
still use this non-checkable method of recording
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interviews.

Since PACE all significant police interviews in
England have been recorded, usually audio-recorded,
but growingly video-recorded. = The equipment
currently used makes not one, but two simultaneous
recordings. in order to prevent the possibility of
subsequent tampering. Nevertheless, the detailed
analysis of recent recordings of police interviews and
of the presentation of such police evidence in court
shows that not all the problems have been solved.
There are still occasions when for various reasons
what the witness said is not presented accurately in
court. I will end by discussing the ways in which
linguists around the world can work together to
improved the faithfulness of the transmission of
verbal evidence from the mouth of the witness to the
ear of the judge and jury
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“He ... withdrew, disconcerted and offended,
no doubt; but surely it was not my fault.

On the function of adverbs of certainty at the
left and right peripheries of the clause.

Work on the historical semantics and syntax
of epistemic adverbs in English has focused
largely on the development of circumstance
adverbs, which frequently occur at or near the
right margin of the clause, into a) epistemic
adverbs, which frequently occur in medial
position after the first auxiliary, e.g. probably
(Hanson 1987), and sometimes further into b)
discourse/stance markers at left periphery of the
clause, e.g. indeed, in fact, actually (Traugott
and Dasher 2002). Drawing on such studies,
Aijmer (2007:39, citing Auer 1996:313)
hypothesized that “[g]rammaticalization
implies a movement toward a loosely attached
pre-front field constituent”.

In English, expressions at right periphery (i.e.
after the verb and argument structure) are often
disjunct and form a separate intonation unit.
Therefore it may not be clear whether the
intonation unit is at right periphery of prior
discourse, or left periphery (i.e. before the verb
and argument) of upcoming discourse (Lenk
1998), and researchers have tended to avoid it,
except in studies of tags (e.g. Tottie and
Hoffmann 2006). It is sometimes claimed that
stance markers at right periphery have
“perfunctory meaning” (Simon-Vandenbergen
2007 on surely), or are “more or less
accidental” (Karkkdinen 2007 on [ think).

However, recently interest has turned to the
role of constructions recruited to the right
periphery of the clause, especially in English
and French (e.g. Hansen 2008, Beeching,
Degand, Detges, Traugott, and Waltereit 2009,
Degand and Fagard Forthc.). In East Asian
languages  stance  markers are  often
morphologically bound at right periphery (e.g.
Huang 2000 on Taiwan Chinese, Yap, Stephens,
and Horie 2004 on Japanese, Mandarin, and
Malay, Onodera 2004 on Japanese). Right
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periphery is clearly cross-linguistically an
important slot and typological differences
should be investigated.

I take the position that modals are stance
markers that should be studied not only for their
expression of truth value, but also for their
rhetorical functions (e.g. Biber et al. 1999,
White 2003, Englebretson 2007). I examine the
development at left and right periphery of
epistemic surely and no doubt, as evidenced by
The Corpus of Late Modern English Texts,
Extended Version, a diachronic corpus of about
ten million words from 1710-1920, and
differences between them. While surely
expresses mainly interpersonal stance and no
doubt personal stance in any position, at right
periphery surely is associated with negative
semantic prosody (Stubbs 1995, Brems 2010),
no doubt with positive semantic prosody
(compare Magsy, it isn't true, surely! with What
you say is very true, no doubt!) (Traugott 2010).
This study investigates how some of the
properties that Downing  (2001) and
Simon-Vandenbergen (2007) find for surely and
no doubt respectively in Present Day English
emerged, and demonstrates that they have
significantly different pragmatic functions
within the “constructional space” of epistemic
adverbs of certainty (Simon-Vandenbergen and
Aijmer 2007).
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% The Style Sheet of English papers for
Studies in Pragmatics

1.
a.

Manuscripts
This journal only accepts contributions
from  members of the  Society.

Non-members may apply for membership
by contacting the business office,
psj.secretary _at_gmail.com

“ at ” with “@”).

. Papers submitted to Studies in Pragmatics
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nor should they be under consideration for
publication elsewhere. Authors may
submit only one manuscript at a time for
consideration. Papers that will be
presented at the annual convention may
not be submitted.

(Replace

. Manuscripts must be written in such a

manner that the authors cannot be
identified. Authors' names and contact
information should appear on a cover sheet

f. Type in 12-point font,
g
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A4 size paper.
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than 20 pages in length,
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32 lines to a page.
Leave margins of 2.5 cm (1 inch) on the
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bottom.

excluding

. For authors whose native language is not

English, it is advisable that, prior to
submission, manuscripts be corrected and
edited by a qualified native speaker of
English.

Authors are responsible for the first
proofreading only. Corrections should be
limited to typographical errors.

. Authors may purchase offprints of their

articles.

. On a separate coversheet, please indicate

the title of the paper, author’s name, e-mail
address, affiliation & position, and postal
address. Authors are requested to submit
the manuscript file and the coversheet file
in both WORD format and PDF format by
e-mail or by regular mail.

. If submitting by regular mail, save the

manuscript file and coversheet file on a
floppy disk or other storage medium and
send by a registered mail.

m. Address where the manuscripts should be

sent:

<e-mail>: psj-sip_at_andrew.ac.jp
(Replace “_at ” with “@”) (Dr. Takuo

Hayashi, chief editor for Studies in

Pragmatics)

<regular mail>:

Dr. Takuo Hayashi (chief editor for Studies

in Pragmatics)

Momoyamagakuin University (St.
Andrew’s University)
1-1, Manabino, Izumi city, Osaka,

594-1198, JAPAN

Please refrain from sending manuscript
files using a free mail address, so that they
should be received without problem.

If, after submitting a manuscript by e-mail,
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you do not receive confirmation of receipt
of your manuscript within two weeks,
please send an e-mail message, requesting

such confirmation, to:
takuo_at kcc.zaq.nejp (Replace “ at ”
With (G@?’)

n. Submission deadline: Submissions are
welcome at any time, but manuscripts for a
given year's issue must be received by
March 31st of that year. Submissions
received after that date will be considered
for the following year's issue. Submitted
papers are refereed and authors are notified
of the results around the end of September.

2. General Format

Abstracts:

a. Abstracts should be not more than 8 lines
(about 100 words) in length.

b. The abstract should appear on the first
page of the manuscript, after the title,
author's name, and author's affiliation. The
abstract itself should be preceded and
followed by two blank lines and should
begin with the word 'Abstract' in the upper
left corner. A maximum of 5 keywords
should be given below the abstract,
preceded by 'Keywords'.

The Main Text of the Paper:

a. The introductory section or prefatory
remarks should be numbered from 1, not 0.
Subsection numbers should be followed by
a period (e.g., 1.1.).

b. Examples should be preceded and
followed by one blank line. Each new
section should be preceded by one blank
line.
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