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BMRelevance Theory (Cambridge Textbooks
in Linguistics) Billy ClarkDA # (2013/08)
ISBN 9780521702416

Over the past twenty years, relevance theory
has become a key area of study within
semantics and  pragmatics. In  this
comprehensive new textbook, Billy Clark
introduces the key elements of the theory and
how they interconnect. The book is divided
into two parts — the first providing an
overview of the essential machinery of the
theory, and the second exploring how the
original theory has been extended, applied
and critically discussed. Clark offers a
systematic framework for understanding the
theory from the basics up, building a complete
picture and providing the basis for advanced
research across a range of topics. With this
book, students will understand the
fundamentals of relevance theory, its origins
in the work of Grice, the relationship it has to
other approaches, and its place within recent
developments and debates.

M Accessing Noun-Phrase Antecedents (RLE
Linguistics B) (Routledge Library Editions:
Linguistics) Mira Ariel %  Routledge
(2013/12/6) ISBN: 978-0415723541
Accessing Noun-Phrase Antecedents offers a
radical shift in the analysis of discourse
anaphora, from a purely pragmatic account to
a cognitive account, in terms of processing
procedures. Mira Ariel defines referring
expressions as markers signalling the degree
of Accessibility in memory of the antecedent.
The notion of Accessibility is explicitly defined,
the crucial factors being the Salience of the
antecedent, and the Unity between the
antecedent and the anaphor.

This analysis yields an astonishing array of
new results. The precise distribution of
referring expressions in actual discourse is
directly predicted. Several universals of
anaphoric relations are stated. Thus,
although not all languages necessarily have
the same markers, and nor do they assign
them precisely the same function, Ariel shows

that they all obey the same Accessibility
marking hierarchy.

This book will be compulsory reading for
anyone with an interest in the semantics and
pragmatics of referring expressions, in the
interaction of semantics and pragmatics, and
more generally in the interaction between
peripheral and central cognitive systems.

HIntercultural Pragmatics
Istvan Kecskes #  Oxford Univ Pr (Txt)
(2013/12/4) ISBN-13: 978-0199892655

Intercultural  Pragmatics studies  how
language systems are wused in social
encounters between speakers who have

different first languages and cultures, yet
communicate in a common language. The
field first emerged in the early 21st century,

joining two seemingly antagonistic
approaches to pragmatics research: the
cognitive-philosophical  approach,  which

considers intention as an /a priori/ mental
state of the speaker, and the
sociocultural-interactional approach, which
considers it as a /post factum/ construct
created by both speaker and hearer though
conversation. Istvan Kecskes, an early
proponent of intercultural pragmatics, was
among the first to propose merging the two to
form the socio-cognitive approach now core to
the field.

In /Intercultural Pragmatics/, the first book
on the subject, Kecskesestablishes the
foundations of the field, boldly combining the
pragmatic view of cooperation with the
cognitive view of egocentrism in order to
incorporate emerging features of
communication. He argues that people
cooperate by generating and formulating
intention that is relevant to the given actual
situational context. At the same time,
however, because of their egocentrism they
activate the most salient information to their

attention in  the  construction and
comprehension of utterances.
Within this approach, interlocutors are

considered as social beings searching for
meaning with individual minds embedded in
a socio-cultural collectivity, and intention is a
cooperation-directed practice that is governed
by relevance which depends on actual
situational experience.

Intercultural pragmatics is a rapidly-growing
field, and the only subfield of pragmatics to
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incorporate features of  intercultural
interaction into mainstream pragmatics. This

volume offers both a valuable synthesis of ) o ] )
current research and a new way to think timescale of conversation in which our social

makes the fission and fusion of social units

possible. The second is enchrony: the

about pragmatics. relationships are primarily enacted. The third

is human sociality: a range of human

M Relationship Thinking: Agency, Enchrony, propensities for social interaction and

and Human Sociality —(Foundations of enduring social relations, grounded in
Human Interaction) N.J. Enfield & collective commitment to shared norms.

978-0199338733 dichotomies such as 'cognitive' versus
In /Relationship Thinking/, N. J. Enfield

. . . 'behaviorist', or 'public' versus 'private',
outlines a framework for analyzing social

interaction and its linguistic, cultural, and arguing instead that these are
cognitive  underpinnings by focusing on indispensable sides of single phenomena.
human relationships. This is a naturalistic The result is a set of conceptual tools for

approach to human sociality, grounded in the

. ; analyzing real-time social interaction and
systematic study of real-time data from yzng

social interaction in everyday life. Many of linking it with enduring relationships
the illustrative examples and analyses in and their social contexts. The book shows
the book are a result of the author's that even - or perhaps especially - the

long-term field work in Lacs. most mundane social interactions yield

Enfield promotes an interdisciplinary rich insights into language, culture, and

approach to studying language, culture, and mind.

mind, building on simple but powerful
semiotic principles and concentrating on three
points of conceptual focus.

The first is human agency: the combination of
flexibility and accountability, which defines
our possibilities for social action and

relationships, and which
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