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mJaszczolt, Kasia M. Meaning in
Interaction. Oxford University Press. 2016.
This book offers a semantic and metasemantic
inquiry into the representation of meaning in
linguistic interaction. Kasia Jaszczolt's view
represents the most radical stance on meaning to be
found in the contextualist tradition and thereby the
most radical take on the semantics/pragmatics
boundary. It allows for the selection of the
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cognitively plausible object of enquiry without being
constrained by such distinctions as what is said/what
is implicated or what is linguistic and what is
extralinguistic. She argues that this is the only
promising stance on meaning. The analysis
transcends the traditional distinctions drawn, and
traditional  questions posed, in post-Gricean
pragmatics and philosophy of language. It heavily
relies on the dynamic construction of meaning in
discourse, using truth conditions as a tool but at the
same time conforming to pragmatic compositionality
whereby aspects of meaning that enter this
composition have very different provenance.

mRomano, Manuela and Maria Dolores Porto (eds.)
Exploring Discourse Strategies in Social and
Cognitive Interaction: Multimodal and cross-
linguistic perspectives (Pragmatics & Beyond New
Series 262). John Benjamins. 2016

This volume offers readers interested in
Discourse Analysis and/or Socio-Cognitive models
of language a closer view of the relationship between
discourse, cognition and society by disclosing how
the cognitive mechanisms of discourse processing
depend on shared knowledge and situated cognition.
An inter- and multidisciplinary approach is proposed
that combines theories and methodologies coming
from Conceptual Metaphor Theory, Multimodal
Metaphor Theory, Critical Discourse Analysis,
Narratology, Systemic  Functional  Linguistics,
Appraisal Theory, together with the most recent
developments of Socio-Cognitive Linguistics, for the
analysis of real communicative events, which range
from TV reality shows, commercials, digital stories
or political debates, to technical texts, architectural
memorials, newspapers and autobiographical
narratives. Still, several key notions are recurrent in
all  contributions -embodiment, multimodality,
conceptual integration, metaphor, and creativity- as
the fundamental constituents of discourse processing.
It is only through this wide-ranging epistemological
and empirical approach that the complexity of
discourse strategies in real contexts, i.e. human
communication, can be fully comprehended, and that
discourse analysis and cognitive linguistics can be
brought closer together.

mYus, Francisco Humour and Relevance (Topics in
Humor Research 4). John Benjamins. 2016

This book offers a cognitive-pragmatic, and
specifically relevance-theoretic, analysis of different
types of humorous discourse, together with the
inferential strategies that are at work in the
processing of such discourses. The book also
provides a cognitive pragmatics description of how
addressees obtain humorous effects. Although the
inferences at work in the processing of normal,

non-humorous discourses are the same as those
employed in the interpretation of humour, in the
latter case these strategies (and also the accessibility
of contextual information) are predicted and
manipulated by the speaker (or writer) for the sake of
generating humorous effects. The book covers
aspects of research on humour such as the
incongruity-resolution pattern, jokes and stand-up
comedy performances. It also offers an explanation
of why ironies are sometimes labelled as humorous,
and proposes a model for the translation of humorous
discourses, an analysis of humour in multimodal
discourses such as cartoons and advertisements, and
a brief exploration of possible tendencies in
relevance-theoretic  research on  conversational
humour.
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KN - FREFAEDOHRY. HERRICEEVIC
<WHIEFBELSLCOm 2 E b BGR L £,
PSJ members selected this section's
recently-published and forthcoming books on
pragmatics. We invite you to introduce books
you recently published or highly recommend,
to fellow members. Little-known books, and
books written in your native language are
especially welcome.

Email: Syugo Hotta (JiHIFHE) at
hotta@meiji.ac.jp
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