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How do pragmatics and cognitive
approach cultural differences?
Chair: KITANO, Hiroaki (Aichi
Education)
Speakers: CHIANG, Wen-yu (National Taiwan
University) Guard our hearts with love: The study of
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linguistics

University of

IMAI, Mutsumi (Keio University) How culture
affects children's use of social and pragmatic cue in
their inference of word meanings

HAYASHI, Makoto (Nagoya University)
Conversation analysis and cross-linguistic/cross-
cultural comparison

Discussant: SENFT, Gunter (Max Planck Institute
for Psycholinguistics)

Introduction 5 min. (Chair)

Presentations (30 min. each)

Commentary 20 min. (Discussant)

Response to the commentary & questions/comments
within the panel 10 min.

General Discussion 25 min.
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Title: Understanding Pragmatics
Lecturer: Prof. Gunter Senft
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics

Pragmatics is the discipline within linguistics that
deals with actual language use. Language use is not
only dependent on linguistic, that is, grammatical
and lexical knowledge, but also on cultural, situative
and interpersonal contexts and conventions. One of
the central aims of pragmatics is to research how
context and convention - in their broadest sense -
contribute to meaning and understanding. Thus, the
social and cultural embedding of meaning is a central
prerequisite for understanding pragmatics. Research
in linguistic pragmatics deals with how speakers use
their language(s) in various situations and contexts:
what speakers do when they speak and why they do
it. Pragmatics focuses on the actual language users,
their communicative behavior, their world and their
point of view. Pragmatics studies language and its
meaningful use from the perspective of language
users embedded in their situational, behavioral,
cultural, societal and political contexts, using a broad
variety of methodologies and interdisciplinary
approaches depending on specific research questions
and interests. Indeed, if we look at core domains of
the discipline, we realize that linguistic pragmatics
can be regarded as a transdiscipline that is relevant
for, and has its predecessors in, many other
disciplines such as Philosophy, Psychology,
Ethology, Ethnology, Sociology and the Political
Sciences. In this talk | take up this point and discuss
a selection of core issues of Pragmatics that were
introduced into the field via these six disciplines.

@ Post-conference open lecture

S AATEARES



H AR i e NEWSLETTER No.36
Seffe  FAEE w2 R SCET (2 BT AT A JUNRFRFBe R SRS R

AKF:12 120 (H) T 5 k—~6 K
BT A ERT ORILF v o /3R)
EFHERAM A 4 0 62
http://www.nagoya-u.ac.jp/access-map/®> B4 —1 |
Bk T ek (4 WRKER) 1 & MO LY
A9 5 53

The Trobriand Islanders vs H.P. Grice: Kilivila and
the Gricean maxims of quality and manner

Prof. Gunter Senft

Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics

Abstract:

The Gricean conversational maxims of Quality? “Try
to make your contribution one that is true”? and
Manner “Be perspicuous”, specifically “Avoid
obscurity of expression” and “Avoid ambiguity”
(Grice 1967; 1975; 1978) - are not observed by the
Trobriand Islanders of Papua New Guinea, neither in
forms of their ritualized communication nor in forms
and ways of everyday conversation and other
ordinary verbal interactions. The speakers of the
Austronesian language Kilivila metalinguistically
differentiate eight specific non-diatopical registers

which I have called “situational-intentional” varieties.

One of these varieties is called “biga sopa”. This
label can be glossed as “joking or lying speech,
indirect speech, speech which is not vouched for”.
The biga sopa constitutes the default register of
Trobriand  discourse and conversation.  This
contribution to the workshop on philosophy and
pragmatics presents the Trobriand Islanders’
indigenous typology of non-diatopical registers,
especially elaborating on the concept of sopa,
describing its features, discussing its functions and
illustrating its use within Trobriand society. It will be
shown that the Gricean maxims of quality and
manner are irrelevant for and thus not observed by
the speakers of Kilivila. On the basis of the presented
findings the Gricean maxims and especially Grice’s
claim that his theory of conversational implicature is
“universal in application” is critically discussed from
a general anthropological-linguistic point of view.
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Cognitive Linguistics
SAGE Benchmarks in Language and Linguistics
Edited by Masa-aki Yamanashi (Emeritus Professor
of Kyoto University)
Vol. 1 Theory and Method
Vol. 2 Cognitive Phonology and Morphology
Vol. 3 Cognitive Grammar and Syntax
Vol. 4 Cognitive Semantics
Vol. 5 Cognitive Linguistics and Related Fields
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“A notable feature of this 5-volume work is the
scope of its coverage. The articles selected represent
a wide range of authors and cover many areas of
cognitive linguistic research spanning the several
decades of its history. This collection performs the
useful service of bringing together an array of classic
papers that for many scholars may no longer be
known or easily accessible. It is valuable for
providing a good sense of the breadth of cognitive
linguistics, the diversity of its approaches, and its
development over the years.” Ronald W. Langacker,
University of California, San Diego
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PSJ members selected this section's
recently-published and forthcoming books on
pragmatics. We invite you to introduce books
you recently published or highly recommend,
to fellow members. Little-known books, and
books written in your native language are
especially welcome.
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