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In this paper, I propose that historical pragmatics has developed in proportion to the
growth of corpus linguistics, particularly the spread of the Helsinki Corpus. This paper
also attempts to demonstrate from the viewpoint of historical pragmatics that the
idiomatic expression I say has been grammaticalized through four stages in the history of
the English language. In addition, the final section presents the sociolinguistic character-
istics of the users of the expression I say.
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1. FC®IC

ERGEHm L GGEREROEGRINEATERN T WISAL XY T HERTHEL
FOBERILH LR TH S, BEREAROERIZEZE, 1990 FHAOHEI S
F oz EbNT WA (Carroll et. al. 2003, Peikola and Skaffari 2005, Jucker 2005) . it
TREJAMOFEIRE Jucker (1995) TH Y, WHRHPIZZOBHHRILT 2R ML Loz THIT
it Journal of Historical Pragmatics OFET (2000) (2L 0, ZDOGH OWFRDOIEIILA S
EEBIT, IEOBEDELBHINLTAEY,, FRETEERG. 5 VRELEEHEFEOT
VAL LT, ERERRETCT—2ay 70MENELH 10D, BRERMELTO
VIR E BN 22b b,

WEEPIRIIBNTY, BMNEFI— A% W b - TERILOBEE» S, H5HFE
HE OERPEETBRNICOML L) LT 5HAPHERATETN A,

AT, FTELEAME - IATHEFEOBRKRIZOWTHRIZE <L, £ LTER
EHEIIRIE I — AR, FICEFEORNa— A BB THRELTERC
BT 5, T0%K, EEBPIIBIT2ELOEFAMEE LT, BAEFICB W CRERAIER
(Pragmatic Marker) & L CREHFBNICHOND T say ZIH BIF, SO, FIEsE
2O REREL IS TRIEEMICICE L - EBLLTE S L 2MAT 5, T/, T—212
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ELTRMEmZER) LT, BIOGBLPLEHEIT LV INARENLBS L, EDXS %
AN ED L i - IR TZORAZH VAP E VI HEERFNLRBIIOVWTL S
WETIo

2. BREHGREI-NAETHEE

I-NAFEFR BUFEARLILPRLERL 180FRDaya—sy 77/ 07—0
FEELELICHERL, 1990 FRIChoTTF 7 AMWETLENL X I2hb b, BRSHESE
BEWTba— A2 AVAAREEICER L. FREFRCIBNT, Bb L HNS
M2 EIEFRY 72 8 T 3 — 7% AL Helsinki Corpus Tdh b, DI —732A 1 Helsinki KFIZBW
Tk s, HIEFEO IS H 5. WILEMIEED 18 i T COtkY VY X VOERE S
N—=F5# 160 HEONH I —8ATH Y, 1991 FICHFHICAR S Nz, HHFEL TRFE
LTI, RIF1004E T8, ERESRICHEHLTE T0FEZ LR > Th o120, &
W RIS BVTHIEFICEN TH S, L LERFROEEEEN 50 HEEICRE L0
12 BEOIT =22 PN VEVIBOMENH ), 21 20ERTHERIE. 20
PEREERTR L, FaMO—EZTZIE LTV A L W) BEoMEDL LIZLIZIEHShTw b,
LA L7%&dih, 2@ Helsinki Corpus @5EMIZ L - T, ERELAIRIZBWT, LW AR Y
TRETIEVER I 273N Tl ALV vV eBd 5257207 %o
72 Helginki Corpus OE M IIIFERFEICB T B —REEERE & 20, sk nEFEDIED
LEGIEELE SO Lize ZOa—APFEARN LRRKOBENENHESIEF LR

HEHRLVIF L 2203 THELF>THLAF TR A,

i Cid, Helsinki Corpus @ X 9 ZH I — AT, HERED I v » VI2TE
HOLEFI—NALER LIz 2 2F, FMAZTEIUE L7z Corpus of Early English
Correspondence (1410-1681)%, Yk, BHl. DI E6 2DV ¥ Y VOFFEL DA%
1 Corpus of English Dialogues (1560-1760) % & Tdh b ZD L) Ha—m"2%2FH LT,
BRASEFRFPEEFAMO VSN LOMELTHONL LI L > TETEY, FICHE
Wiy NG La - ARHALEMAELRGAE L) IChoCTELDIERICETS L
S A &9 (Shiina2003).

EHFEAMOMIEIIZORBANRZ I LAEWNETa—NALFH L bOTHY, By
BF 3 —/%2, $I2 Helsinki Corpus ZFIH 35 Z LA RE L o 2R ICE R
LTELLEE RS,

3. Isay O EIE

ERFEAMmOPOMEST O 1oL LT, sEHIE# (Pragmatic Marker) DHf3E43% 4.
Hansen and Rossari (20052 X % &, FEHGRAZZEROBEFZ2ATFEE, &iT 15 ETREIZIT



YEEEHIC BT B R O T

bhbrHthoTEiztdsb, SBIC. Journal of Historical Pragmatics (2005:2)i2 5\
T Evolution of Pragmatic Marker &\ 9 J#EMM T, Rl OEARER~OBELOE
SEREbED,

A TIEBAIEFICB W THARERE LTHVENS I say ZHD L7, CE{bOBE

5 OWMOERN GHEDOIZIIOVTHNT . 1 AMRAT T & HFREF say H3H
UConizZdf 744 51, BIUEF B THFOREEZTIVWAED, FLFOBXZHET
L) RBEFN HE DS COFHME#RE LTOREEDS, EEBLE, 0kl T
HELTELONIIODWT, EIXEREFEFI I — A2 HWT, BFMIC 4 BREICTT
TRTw ¥, Brinton(2005)Ti, say & I say Z R4, FOHEZE 6 20038 LT
REANZEZRLTV5H, AT Isay DA%ERD -

Isay DFE—ERE LTIE, say AREFE LTHAVWLENRTWASHENEITON S, Z0OF)
i, OEDICL AL HEEFIDETHA LW TERLEEARIETHL, LTD (1) 56
(4) OFIZBVT, say WAERI L LTHW LR TV S,

Stage 1 mREA
(1) Iseye that it shal been universal and total. (c.1390 Chaucer, CT, Pars 291)

(2) Dame Pertelote, I sey yow trewely (¢.1390 Chaucer, CT, NPT 3122)
(3) Ye be to blame, by God! I sey yow sooth. (¢.1390 Chaucer, CT, WBT 450)
(4) He thankyd hur ofte, as y yow say. (1350 The Earl of Toulouse 394)

(1) oI REFEI @ Chaucer ICR 5N 5 say OARBE & LTOHETHY, that fi%
ERATWD,(2), (3), (4)DfITIZ, WwFNILERIZE SN, 1sey yow (I say you) D%
PO, ATAFLHIEAVONLEETHD, TOREE, PREMAILR OGN, HOER
2745 LT, XFHLIZWIEICRTHWwbR S, #E-T, (1) & (2) T ORI T
DEWVPERLN, BEPPLEATVWLEELZEZLONSE, 2F 0, (2) 525 (4)0FIT, I
say \ZCHEE OSHCHIAYIZE L, FREDOLHEESRL TwWALEZLNSEY, ZOMHE
WFHEETIE, BICFICRLA, BIlus Yy AOERICE L ALN L. 5 LESBRANIC,
[RYEDZLEFToTHATTL] LWIBHT, ZO7L—ZA%MELEIELENFD, §F
LEED TV LW RN LT 7=y 7O—-FETHEEEZONL, /. ZOLH Rl
ANDELTOREEIZE, HEZELELE VI RELEHLDH Y, Saito and Tmai(1988)D 1
RYADAYA-FYATRHELTCALLE, BEAYZOBEAMNRHBEOMEBICIH S Z LAS
Dol

EOBME LT, Isay BPEFHOBEICLLERVELEEE VW HEZR2 LI 2L
Ho 2E 0, Isayld, 3 - A - XOFEIRICAMS N, #0ELOEELRSERE LTHY



bNBLIHED, OEDICX A EZOREONHNL 1220 £ Th 5. 7 LFIWMAD%E T\,
MEFPBERN o258, SFHLFENFS ) — i) BBz, Y ESRLFITT say
FOUTC, [RE~2Z-2720TT L] D) CHEFIHRIBRSNLEETHLZ L EZH
AT HEEERI LTV A,

Stage 2 #E 1 & LI

(5) Cap. What noise is this? Give me my long sword ho!

La. Cap. A crutch, a crutch! why call you for a sword?

Cap. My sword, I sayl (1594 Shakespeare RJ 1.1.75-7)
(6) Des. It is not lost; but what and if it were?

Oth. How?

Des. I say, it is not lost. (1604 Shakespeare Oth 3.4.83-5)

(7) Mrs. Hardeastle. 1 tell you, Tony, by all that’s
precious, the jewels are gone, and I shall be ruin’d for ever.
Tony. Sure I know they’re gone, and I am to say so.
Mprs. Hardcastle. My dearest Tony, but hear me.
They’re gone, I say.
(1773 Goldsmith, She Stoops to Conquer 3.3. 233-8)

(5) ®HliZ. Shakespeare DT, my sword &\ BN EINT W5, (6) DF
Tty WTER L, It is not lost 2\ AR Y EI T b, 18MRICH-TH ZOME
B (T)OXIRFELRLNG, HEEMEMEDHEI LT LW Z ik, FHmIIC
B, FELFOVLWS LEAFLAEET S 2:%2_67?1 %@f:&blsay DHZ, TWEnh
LTE) ] WEI BRI FZAMIE- TR Baha 7 5. Shakespeare
CBIFDIsay DZORBERER, FXERDEELET S, TORIIE, FFXOHE, 2F
DHRIZEPNDL Z LN TH S,

SEHDBREE LT, MERAEEIICAS L. T say BAEFFUPTBIICHGLRE X
NN hb, CORBFIBEARLEICIED, FLTFPHEFOEEZIIC LEITHVENSH
EFAMLHETH S, OED Tid, 1611 4D Beaumont and Fletcher DEIAHH & 72 - Tl
L, LML, EREFEFIFTI—NATHELTALE (8)OFAD IS 6 HENLLTT
WCRBNLZ EDDLh ol
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Stage 3 MEUT
(8) Dame Chat, I say, where be ye? Within?
(1566 Gammer Gurton’s Needle 2.2.19)
(9) Why, Alice, I say. (1614 Jonson Bartholomew Fair 4.5.67)
(10) Sozel! Sozel, I say, Sozel! (1871 The Bells 2.2)
(11) Tell me, I say, Harcourt, how dost thou like her?
(1675 Wycheley Country Wife 2.1.149)
(12) ’Slife, madam, I say—had you any of these little elegant expenses when you
married me? (1777 Sheridan School for Scandal 2.1. 63-9)
(13) 1say, sir, what do you think of the affairs of the nation?
(1840 Bulwer-Lytton Money 4.2.)

ORI ORETIE, ITsay GLELIERAEZAELRL, BFAAQCEBECEI LI L
A%\, (8), (9), (10 I2BWTH, FOHFBICWRWAWEREREZIZAVLNTWD, F
fzo (9) Tl why EWIFUBEZRTIERE LLICAVLRTWES, OEDIZX S &, why
| impatience # &1 & & 1), Shakespeare B HIfl L o TWwd, F/2(10)DLHIT. A%
PMELERYETEXICb Tsay iZL R4, Tk, Stage2 DN ELHEL LTA
By lbTEL, COXHIC. ABEMAELRDETHEE, BIIBWTE, EAFELME
WEIFU D ABEIERENAEDT, Isay EELOFFE FIZHLTHWOLE Z S
b (11) T, Isay BB ORICEINT WD, ZOHFITIE, TOHEITWERVAZIT
U2 s lETciR LS, MEFENEDHE, BFLFOEOMIZBY), MEFOEREZRET S
itk 5 T4, Brinton (2005:287)1%. (11) ® X 9 72 say & tell me O L 5 \Z3EEEF AT
LR TWAFIIZEEL, 20X REE, say DERIEAEENRT W ERITWE,
(12) X, EFECNP-2TEI L) 7T, ExFBTLHMTHS, I TdSlife L)
LZZLHELTwD, DL )% Stage 3 0HMIE, 13) @& H I, 19K T TE—KHT
Hh. L, COREEBRREFCEDI VAT, HELRETHA X AEFILS
WaHWHEE LCRBRELTnS,

Stage 3 DAEEMENICAL L, ITsay DL EHET HHEITH, ITsay &, 13 & A ZEER
TOR, 2F ) THEICEAINTWS, Shakespeare DEHIE, WHRIZENNL Z LHBEWOT
HEY, IS RIADPOLRECTLENEEEMLL T EHAS RGNS, T Stage 2D
YR LJHEAA L Twv &, Stage 3 OEFRITHEFHEMLTWLZEREZLR S,
2% b, BRCEE, RVELOREDRPL, T0OHBIEWAEZIERHEE, €L T H
EFHBZOHINT, MEFOEREZIVAY, BELERLVTRERELTHEDALZ
L —iEl e o TV EE L b,
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w2, Stage 4 & LT, I say 255 LTFORBRE*ETHEZR TV, ZnHE, HEF
DHFEFLTLOLELRL, FLFUOBVWEZE2ET, OED RZOMOFHETIE, Stage
3DOFTMITHEL Stage 4 OFEENEE 2R THERRN S TBLY, MikAREE L
TI2OFRICEEDTRBSNTWEY, BREHGOBE,LRREHLTER HLEN
Hbho MELRETHEH, CORELIEARTIEVWHELED L), BREFOI—1NATHAS
BNC % Wordbanks THEL TAL L, UFDOIHIZZORHELRDITAZILHNFTE S,

Staged & LFOKE)

(14) Och I say, there’s a nice lot of flowers in that shop! (BNC 1866KCN)
(15) 1 say! What a huge cake! (OALD6)

(16) And and oh I say it’s one o’clock. (Wordbanks UKspoken0242)

(14). (15), (16) Tik, B LR LD, MHF oh LIEELTEY, FHLFOMDKE
WEHETHhEZ L5,

PLE@ X512, I say ®HE%L Stage 1405 Stage 4 1208 L CHEEFMNICRTE 2295,
OED #Z#|Z LT, Stage 145 Stage 4 DFNFIOERIZIT B WFI OFEN 2R
RLTABEH1DEITh 5B,

11th  12th 13th  14th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th

15 B B -

KEDGEL

Y

1)
1 OEDIZ&? Isay DESRNFE

OED 12X 5L, my@AEIE. HEFRD 1000 FLFASFEL, 208 LHE 122005
T, BUOPITORE? 1611 E2LRLN, REOFLFORBERTHEX 19 1E»1S L
oTWhe, ZOBKNZIEEL, MOFBHGREROFRE LK TAL . Brinton (2002)i,
FEF G (Pragmatic Marker) ® 70+ A 213, —HPHED R b5 Eah, Fha %
KLTROLF BB L TS,

Matrix Clause > Parenthetical > Pragmatic Marker (Brinton (2002; 2))

Isay b ECii~<7z Stage 1705 Stage 4 FTH AL E, BHETH L, EAH., F#LTHEH
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iR VI HAERR SN, ZO—REFETIIEELE LS,
F 72, Traugott IZCELO—FEMEFHIZOWTUTO L I Xm0 Twab,

Propositional > Textual > Expressive/Interpersonal (Traugott (1982: 257))

Isay % ZOLFEALO—FIRHICY TIXDTHTD, BWNOMERED S, KIS Textual 7,
D5 V)iki%%ti)"ﬂ THE%T 7 A MNRBREEREOLIICEoTWA, Zhid, T say
ZBWTI, 55 -4 LRl @RV ETESICHWLNLBRYELOHEICHEY L, e
'E‘O)HIJCD‘%Eﬁ& ERUODITAREEALTIENTE L, €L T, ®#EIZ, Expressive/
Interpersonal @ & 9 %exf A Z ik, 2% D IR T OREER. F LTRSS R I HEN
BELTCDEZILN, ZO—HARHIZ Isay bHTIRELLEFR Do

4. |say DHSEEFEFZHEE

AETITEREE F I a—RArHL ko7, [ say ZEHT 5 ANWOHESEYF
MR EUTOLI 421t Db,

(i) FRHGERELTOI say 3EIZEBEOANDIZE>THWEND, [ say DHAVER
TWBHEA O, I say 1T HFPICH L TRPRENLZHSE5 2 2158 THL LE R
bk, O ki, Blake(2002: 298)TH Ak DI Z L T\ 5.

(ii) BlOHRT, HHFEONYHT say ZMESBRVELHV S, fl 21X, Gammer
Gurton’s Needle (1566)12381F %5 Hodge X The Country Wife (1675281 A Mr Pinchwife
DX RIEFELENDTH DB, BIOR T, BELZERAWIERRERE, BIOZr—1n—17%
CHWIELFELEZZLICEY, ZOANPOF YT 75 T4 ¥—a v LTOXENL
WERETELEEZ LN,

(iii) 3&FHIZ, TO A7) OFIT Sirrah BEDNTVEHIENLbRBE LI, TROA
it LTbhs, BIRTiE, EAFEECISH LTHVSZ DS, ZOBIZIEFT
PRG-I E LITLIEHET 5, 72, BiCid, BE (Swearing) & EBITALNAD,
rogue, villain O L) GEEFLEETLIZIEDH L, WTHRICLTH HERLGHTIZHL
THwWAHETHLES A 5,

(17) Sirrah, I have a good mind to — Get you out, I say!
(1707 Farquhar, Beaux’ Stratagem 4.1.210)



(iv) 4BHOBME LT, BHEN. BCESTICH LTI say 2BV 2 EDS0, (18)
D wench 1 0ED I AE, bELELBUERTHETH LD, PRLEAOREZRTIEDND
JEEE LTlEbhatdh b,

(18) Kiss thy old father, wench. Kiss me, T say. (1796 Coleman The Iron Chest 1.1)

5., £&¥

PED LS I ERERBIIRICB L= A0FMEE., 2= 2B L XE ko
—@l & L CREMHRIZE I say DERN 2 AEOIMEZEIIDOWTHEA L.

S, EREMNE T —SAAEINL, 2—=NADFAL X Py b bic, ERko—&E
WpEBEbh, BREHGZICBWTS, BFa—NALZFBLME IS I V#NTsE
EZoNb, T—NAOFHIE, BREHRICLE T, EEICEDZFETH LD, EEL
Ziidwirhwold, a—m22fHT 5L X2, EROIL -0 zEDlza—, A
Tld, TOEGEROTHEORUSFRZIC(C s Ifamtkbd b, T2, BRFHMW
DL, FICEARNEEREMETLIBRLEE, aVvF I AVEPRYVLBELETHDT,
T—NAOBRZTTRCEIEELRETHA ). T2 I—1APLRZICL VTS, #
ZIE, FLFLHEFLVIHESNLZERFER[ICED L ) B e RIZTThEWVH KIZD
WT, Z=RNANLEDEIHCLTHLMITELPPESHOBERL LS,

* M E S M HAZERARFEY VAV Y AR0054E 12 J1 REHAE) I2BWTHRELZNFICME -
%T%W&t%@ﬁ%6o
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1) Jucker [K®x— b — Y (http://www.es.unizh.ch/ahjucker/HistPrag.htm) |Z!% Historical
Pragmatics (2B A 5% kA 523 R E TV %, (2006 4 9 A HAL)
2) FlZiE. %12 [0 ICEHL (ERHEBEESHEFRESE) 4% 16 0 ICHL (HBEERSHEERE) Tdh
BHo EHICEETIE, HUEOHIZY Historical Pragmatics DEBEXRHA S L L 512k o7,
Traugott (2004). Jucker (2006) 2/,

3) ERHEEE P w2 —/8 R, 1500 45 1900 4 % TO 400 FEHIC BT BRIFRZT O —23 2T,
100 4£ 2 &2 10 fEf g o & T 40 oFER - BRIFE TR T3

4) ZTOMIZELT, & m%¢§®//$/aAtbwr7m?iha3&“*ﬁ§wttwt Pkl
ZELLTIEHT S,
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