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This paper investigates the possible contributions of cognitive semantics to the study of
communication. After proposing an application of cognitive principles such as figure-
ground reversal and metonymy to communication, we will advance a modification of the
semantics of understanding into the semantics of presentation. We will then consider its
relation to joint attention and the social construction of cognition, and present further

case studies.
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(1) a.Bees are swarming in the garden.

b. The garden is swarming with bees.
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